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PREFACE

This manuseript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews condueted
for the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Iranian Studies by Fereshteh
Noorai with Assadolah Nasr-Esfahani in New York, NY, in September, 1982,

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a transeript of
the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and editor sought to preserve the
informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. Foundation for
Iranian Studies is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein.

The manuseript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious research
scholars accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian Studies; and
further, this memoir must be read in such place as is made available for purposes of
research by Foundation for Iranian Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in
whole or in part may be made by mierophoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.
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ASSADOLAH NASR-ESPHAHANT

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Mr. Nasr-Esphanani was born in Isphahan in 1930. He received a
Bachelor of Law degree from Tehran University in 1955, and M.S. degree
in Management from the University of Indiana in 1961, and a Ph.D. in
Economics from Tehran University din 1963.

He served as Vice-President of the Police University; Advisor and
Economic consultant to the Minsitry of Economy, taught. at various univer-
sities and research institutions, including Tehran University. He was
Governor—General of Kerman and Shiraz provinces. He was Minister of
Interior during Jamshid Amouzegar's premiership.

His recollections are most valuable in that. they present a picture
of the administrative structure of provincial govermment, influential
groups, including the clergy and their effect on local politics, the
resistence within the Cabinet to plans for decentralization, the Shah's
attitude with regards to local decision-making, and the process of
platming leading to final approval of the plan to decentralize the
government administrative and financial structure.

Mr. Nasr's memoir is also interesting for the light it sheds on
the events such as the shooting incident at Ayatollah Shariatmadari's
house in Qom where a student was killed,leading to a series of demon-
strations against the regime, Cinema Rex fire in which hundreds were
killed--one of a series of such acts of terrorism instigated by the
religious oppositions, but attributed to the government, and the govern-
ment's lack of preparedness and coordination in facing and combating
the opposition.
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